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Abstract

One of the most important decisions of any nation or armed group is when, if ever, to wage war
or apply armed force. Such life-and-death judgements are informed by and sometimes determined
by ethical principles and religious beliefs. World religions all provide guidelines on when armed
force is justified. Are the permissions and prohibitions similar among religions? The present work
seeks to map out the spectrum of religious approaches to armed force, as expressed in the
scriptures of the world’s largest religions. Though the interpretations of religious scriptures vary
considerably, the texts themselves provide a sense of each religion’s approach to the issue.
Covering values from absolute pacifism, where armed force is not permissible under any
circumstances, to strong militancy, where armed force is readily adopted, this research compiles,
compares and contrasts important scriptural passages. Along with the associated DRDC reports, it
presents a tour d’horizon, surveying scriptures from seven world religions. The previous report,
constituting Part I of the work, analyses three Abrahamic religions (Christianity, Islam and
Judaism) while this report, Part II, covers religions of Indic origin (Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism
and Sikhism). The important scriptures from each religion are briefly introduced and the relevant
verses are extracted, categorized and summarized. This makes possible, in each religion, the
juxtaposition of passages justifying the use of force with passages suggesting the opposite. More
broadly, a comparison is presented in Part III in both a descriptive and a schematic fashion to
illustrate the differences between the scriptures within each religion and the differences between
the religions. The religious approaches are compared by examining how they answer the basic
questions about war: Why? Who? When? Where? What? How? This variance is illustrated in the
Part III by locating religious scriptures along a spectrum of force.
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Résumé

Une des décisions les plus importantes auxquelles sont confrontés une nation ou un groupe armé
consiste a déterminer les circonstances, s’il y a lieu, qui justifient de faire la guerre ou de
s’engager dans une intervention armée. Or, le réglement de telles questions de vie ou de mort
repose habituellement sur des principes éthiques et des croyances religieuses. En effet, les
grandes religions du monde donnent des lignes directrices sur les situations ol I’emploi de la
force armée se justifie. Mais les permissions et les interdictions a cet égard se ressemblent-elles
d’une religion a I'autre? Le présent ouvrage a pour objet de décrire le spectre des positions
concernant I’usage de la force armée qui sont exprimées dans les saintes écritures des grandes
religions du monde. Certes, les interprétations de ces écritures peuvent varier considérablement,
mais les textes eux-mémes donnent une bonne idée de la position de chaque religion sur la
question. Passant des valeurs prénées dans le cadre d’un pacifisme absolu, ou I’emploi de la force
armée n’est admis dans aucune circonstance, jusqu’au militantisme convaincu, qui adopte sans
réserve I’'usage de la force armée, la présente étude compile et compare des passages importants
des saintes écritures et met en relief les contrastes constatés. De concert avec les rapports
connexes de Recherche et développement pour la défense Canada (RDDC), elle présente un tour
d’horizon des livres sacrés de sept grandes religions du monde. Le rapport précédent, qui
constitue la partie I de I’ouvrage, s’intéresse a trois religions abrahamiques, a savoir le
christianisme, I’islam et le judaisme; le présent rapport, soit la partie II, porte sur les religions
d’origine indo-aryenne, c’est-a-dire le bouddhisme, 1I’hindouisme, le jainisme et le sikhisme. Les
importantes écritures retenues pour chacune de ces religions sont brievement présentées, et les
versets pertinents en sont extraits, classés et résumés. Cela permet la juxtaposition, pour les
différentes religions, des passages justifiant ’emploi de la force et de ceux qui préconisent
I'inverse. De facon plus générale, la partie III présente une comparaison 2 la fois descriptive et
schématique illustrant les différences entre les écritures au sein des religions et entre les religions.
De plus, les positions des religions peuvent étre confrontées les unes avec les autres au moyen
d’un simple examen des réponses données aux questions élémentaires relativement a la guerre :
Pourquoi? Qui? Quand? Ou? Quoi? Comment? Cette variance est illustrée dans la partie III en
positionnant les divers textes religieux sur un spectre de force.
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Executive summary

The Justifications for War and Peace in World Religions
Part ll: Extracts, Summaries and Comparisons of Scriptures in
Indic Religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism and Sikhism)

A. Walter Dorn; Raj Balkaran; Seth Feldman; Stephen Gucciardi; DRDC CR
2010-034; Defence R&D Canada — Toronto; April 2010.

Religious scriptures have often been used to justify a particular course of action, be it violent or
peaceful, as shown in the Executive Summary of Part I (Abrahamic Religions). The identification
and summary of the relevant excerpts from religious scriptures is the immediate purpose of this
project. Scripture is defined as the most common document or documents to which the widest
numbers of adherents refer. This identification of scriptures is made more difficult in the Indic
context, because it is only relatively recently that Indic teachings have taken the form of written
“documents.” Most of the sacred works used here were composed and transmitted orally over
many centuries, and thus gave rise to significant variant recensions. The authors of this report
have employed scholar-edited critical editions where possible, while bearing in mind that the
concept of “scripture” as understood in Abrahamic faiths does not always apply in the Indic
context. Nevertheless, these works afford at least a peephole into strains of ethical discourse of
these religions.

While the companion report (Part I) investigated the three most widespread Abrahamic
religions—Christianity, Islam, Judaism—this report (Part II) quotes scriptures from four Indic-
origin religions: Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism. Each set of scriptures is introduced
and the extracts are summarized before they are listed. The scriptural extracts are presented in a
different font (Garamond) than the commentary (Times New Roman) and some key words in
each excerpt are bolded or underlined for ease of scanning and reference. The work identifies the
more pacific and the more militant passages of each religion.

In Part III, all seven religions are compared and contrasted. That document uncovers passages
that come closest to answering basic questions about the use of force. It also concludes the two
parts with a proposed model to position religious texts from the seven world religions along a
spectrum of force. The goal of these twin reports is to create a research and educational tool,
through a compilation of scriptural extracts relevant to war and peace, which will promote the
understanding of religious scriptures in the Canadian Forces and the wider world.

This report should serve as a useful reference work on religious scriptures in relation to war and
peace, as well as an analytical work which compares and contrasts different passages in scripture.
A similar scriptural comparison of the justifications for war and peace in Indic religions does not
seem to be available in the literature. This work straddles the field of religious studies, one of the
humanities, and the wider peace and security field, which is partly a social science. While the
authors are sensitive to the drawbacks of drawing scriptural voices out from their historical
context, they nevertheless present the scriptural passages in as simple and straightforward a
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manner as possible. Such passages can give an indication of how parties interested in justifying
the use of force, be they thinkers, politicians, combatants or religious practitioners, might use
scriptural passages. This culmination of this scriptural analysis aims at stimulating conversation
about religious rules and policies associated with war and armed force. As a result, this work can
serve as the basis for a wider effort to compare and contrast different religious scriptures, and
later, religious sects, thinkers and religio-cultural practices.
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Sommaire

La justification de la guerre et de la paix dans les religions du
monde; Partie Il : Extraits, sommaires et comparaisons des
textes sacrés des religions d'origine indo-aryenne (Bouddhisme,
Hindouisme, Jainisme et Sikhisme)

A. Walter Dorn; Raj Balkaran; Seth Feldman; Stephen Gucciardi; RDDC
Toronto CR 2010-034; Recherche et développement pour la défense Canada -
Toronto; avril 2010.

Les textes religieux ont souvent été utilisés pour justifier un mode d’action particulier, qu’il
s’agisse de violence ou d’actions pacifiques, comme 1’indique le sommaire de la partie I sur les
religions abrahamiques. Le présent document a pour objet premier de relever et de résumer les
passages pertinents 2 cette fin dans les saintes écritures. Par saintes écritures, on entend ici, le ou
les documents les plus couramment considérés par la majorité des fideles d’une religion donnée
comme le fondement de leur foi. Cette identification des écritures est rendue d’autant plus
difficile, dans le contexte indo-aryen, par le fait que ce type d’enseignement n’a pris la forme de
documents écrits qu’assez récemment. La majorité des textes sacrés dont il est question ici ont été
composés et transmis oralement au cours de nombreux siécles, et ont donc donné lieu a des
différences importantes dans les recensions. Les auteurs du présent rapport ont employé des
éditions critiques révisées par des érudits dans la mesure du possible, en ayant garde d’oublier
que le concept d’ «écriture » tel qu’on I’entend dans la foi abrahamique ne s’applique pas toujours
dans le contexte indo-aryen. Néanmoins, ces travaux offrent au moins un apercu des styles de
discours éthiques de ces religions.

Alors que le précédent rapport (partie I) enquéte sur les religions abrahamique les plus répandues
— christianisme, islam, judaisme — le présent rapport (partic II) cite des écritures de quatre
religions d’origine indo-aryenne : bouddhisme, hindouisme, jainisme, sikhisme. Chaque ensemble
d'écritures fait 1’objet d’une courte introduction; on y trouve également des extraits résumés de
ces textes. Ces extraits sont présentés en une police de caractere différente (Garamond) de la
police du commentaire (Times New Roman); certains mots clés sont en caractére gras ou
soulignés a des fins de balayage et de référence. L’étude reléve les passages les plus pacifiques et
les plus combatifs de chaque religion.

La partie III compare les sept religions et les met en contraste. L’ouvrage releve les passages ol
I’on trouve les réponses les plus directes possible aux questions élémentaires sur I’usage de la
force. Il conclut également les deux parties par une proposition de modele pour placer les textes
religieux des sept grandes religions du monde sur un spectre de force. L’objectif de ces deux
rapports paralleles est de créer un outil de recherche et d’enseignement, a 1’aide d’une
compilation d’extraits des écritures religieuses ayant trait a la guerre et a la paix; cet outil servira
a promouvoir la compréhension des textes sacrés dans les Forces canadiennes et dans le monde
entier.
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Le présent rapport est un ouvrage de référence utile pour illustrer le lien entre les livres sacrés et
les enjeux de la guerre et de la paix; il se veut un document d’analyse permettant de comparer et
de mettre en contraste les différents passages des textes sacrés. Il ne semble pas que la littérature
contienne une semblable comparaison des éléments justifiant la guerre et la paix dans les
religions d'origine indo-aryenne. Cette étude traite du domaine des sciences religieuses, qui
compte parmi les sciences humaines, mais elle touche également aux dossiers plus larges de la
paix et de la sécurité, qui reléve en partie des sciences sociales. Tout en étant sensibles aux
inconvénients qu’entraine le fait d’extraire de leur contexte historique des paroles des textes
sacrées, les auteurs présentent des passages des écritures d’une maniére aussi simple et directe
que possible. De tels passages peuvent donner une indication de la fagon dont ceux - penseurs,
politiciens, combattants ou adeptes religieux - qui veulent justifier le recours a la force peuvent se
servir des textes sacrés. Cette analyse des écritures vise a stimuler la conversation sur les régles et
les politiques religieuses associées a la guerre et au recours a la force armée. En conséquence, ce
travail peut servir de base a un effort plus vaste de comparaison et de mise en contraste des écrits
sacrés de diverses religions et, plus tard, des sectes religieuses, des penseurs et des pratiques
religieuses et culturelles.
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1  Introduction’

Religious scriptures have been frequently invoked to justify or oppose the use of armed force.
Throughout history, one can find many instances of scriptural passages being cited to encourage
participation in warfare and increase adversarial intent or to foster peace and sympathetic
understanding. Some examples from the Abrahamic faiths were described in the Introduction of
Part I of this three-part report series.

Knowledge of the scriptural sources is useful to those who wish to understand people or societies
in which religion plays a role, particularly the motivations and justifications for war and peace.
Scriptural knowledge is also useful to those who seek to engage with religiously-inspired people,
combatants and their supporters. Knowing the reasons for recourse to war or violence and the
alleged scriptural support could contribute to the peace process by providing insight into the
personal justifications of the leaders and fighters. Furthermore, mediators and negotiators may
choose to challenge extremists’ scriptural interpretations favouring war by presenting alternative
passages or interpretations that offer a more peaceful perspective.

Comparative religion is also valuable to foster a deeper understanding among religions and to
provide greater insight into the human condition worldwide. The goal of this report is to facilitate
the reader’s understanding of and ability to analyze and compare scriptural justifications for war
and peace. Through its compilation of scriptural excerpts and accompanying summaries, it aims
to create a research and educational tool which will promote reading and understanding of
religious scriptures within the Canadian Forces and the wider world.

1.1 Source selection and definition of scripture

Academically and religiously there is a wide diversity of opinion about the definition of
“scripture.” Scripture is defined here pragmatically as the most common document or documents
to which a large number (majority) of religious adherents from a particular religion refer.
Determining this can sometimes be difficult, particularly in religions of Indic origin.

Hinduism benefits from a long and rich history of sacred texts, from which its multiple sects and
facets draw in variegated ways. Different groups prioritize and emphasize different
texts/passages. This ancient religion understands itself as founded in the Vedas, a set of four
orally transmitted liturgical Sanskrit compilations, accepted as divine revelation, unauthored by
human minds. The oldest of these, the Rig Veda, dates back to 1500 BCE, composed by a
nomadic people originating most likely in central Asia. While Hindus across a wide variety of
sects tacitly recognize the authority of the Vedas, the texts hold little relevance for the average
Hindu household. These hymns are at times recited during ceremonial ritual. By contrast,
however, the great Sanskrit epics, Ramayana and Mahabharata, contain a wide variety of
mythological material with which the Indian masses are much more familiar. They both contain

' By A. Walter Dorn with assistance of Raj Balkaran, Raoul Bedi, Anne Frances Cation, Seth Feldman and
Stephen Gucciardi.
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elaborate discussions of war and examples of proper (righteous) behaviour. As such they
constitute rich sources for this study. A variety of other Hindu texts discuss ethical and political
behaviour, informed by the intellectual and religious environment in which the authors lived.
Further, there are within the tradition a number of more esoteric texts, such as the Upanishads,
which speak to the ascetic or mystic rather than the warrior, and focus on liberation, rather than
the epic and shastra literature which are concerned with how one ought to behave in social life.
The concerns of Upanishadic literature and the like therefore, fall outside of the aims of this
study.

The sacred writings of Buddhism number in the thousands and form a collection of astonishing
breadth. No single scripture bears a preeminent position and various sects of Buddhism give
different weight to different texts. However, the texts of the three main Buddhist branches
(Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana) are derived from the Tripitakas (three baskets). These are
three collections of Suttas or discourses that the Buddha is alleged to have spoken to various
audiences. Originally written down in the Pali language, this massive collection of writings has
been translated variously into Sanskrit, Tibetan, and, more recently, other Asian and European
languages. Over the centuries, the Suttas have been given over to redaction and different sects
have their own textual variations. Even within the same sect multiple variations of a single text
are often found. In the “greater tradition,” which includes but is not confined to the Theravada
school, there are three main categories of text: (1) the early canonical writings preserved in the
Pali Tipitaka believed to have come from the Buddha himself; (2) paracanonical works which
followed shortly after the canon but for reasons unknown were not included by the time the canon
was consolidated; and (3) pseudo-canonical and non-canonical texts including the Sutras of the
Mahayana school and the Mantras of the Vajrayana school, as well as other commentarial works
that are nonetheless considered to be canonical within their own respective branches of the
tradition. Taken together, these categories make up a vast collection of individual writings of
varying authority in the religion. For the present work, those texts which contain reference to war
or outer violence were chosen, particularly those texts which are widely read and distributed.
Fortunately, many of the texts are available electronically online. (See, in particular, www.sacred-
texts.com/bud and www.accesstoinsight.org.) These texts may have minor variations on the issue
of the use of force but the variation is small in comparison with the wide spectrum of religious
approaches overall.

Sikhism provides an exception amongst the Indic religions: it has only one primary scripture.
That scripture even serves as something even greater: the Guri Granth Sahib acts as the
unquestioned head of the community and is recognized as the living Guru, a teacher linking the
student to the divine. As the focus of Sikh religious life and the locus of Sikh theology, the Guri
Granth Sahib has a central role more similar to scriptures within the Abrahamic faiths than those
of other Indic religions. Another Sikh text, the Dasam Granth, has engendered considerable
controversy. While many Sikhs view it as a holy text, most do not consider it as an authoritative
guide. Still, it contains many insights into the Sikh views on war and fighting, so is worthy of
exploration here.

Jain scriptures are also numerous and diverse but they are uniform in their condemnation of
violence. This report examines the Tattvartha Sutra and Purushartasiddhapaya, two texts which
speak extensively about non-violence (ahimsa). The former text is particularly important in that it
is accepted by all Jains and widely regarded as an excellent compendium of Jain philosophy.
Brief mention is also made in this report of the Mahavratas, five vows taken by all Jain monks.
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Non-violence is at the core of Jainism. In fact, one of the mottos of the faith is “Non-violence is
the highest religion” (ahims4 paramo dharmah). Because of the unequivocal approach against the
use of force, few Jain texts needed to be reviewed for this study.

All texts were examined in English translation, relying upon scholarly renditions. In accessing the
works in translation, connotations and flavours proper to the original text may be lost, but the
general meanings usually remain intact.

In cases where a reliable scholarly translation of a scripture was not available electronically (as
was the case for the Ramayana), an authoritative print version was located and visually scanned
for key terms and concepts.

Short background introductions for each scripture precede a summary of the scriptural extracts.
The quoted passages are then presented in a different font (Garamond) than the introduction and
summary. Certain words in the excerpts have also been bolded for emphasis and ease of
browsing.

The scriptures originate in drastically different times and places. Despite the contextual diversity
among these texts, they share a universal concern about the loss of human life. The authors of this
report are cognizant of the rich cultural nuances and historical references in these texts, as well as
the drawbacks of engaging in such a vast and unnuanced sweep of the tradition as this study
demands. However, exploring the historio-cultural context is beyond the scope of this scriptural
exegesis. One aim of this work is to ascertain the extent to which these ancient traditions offer
similar approaches in their treatment of warfare and preservation of peace. In so doing, this report
offers a preliminary contribution to comparative-religious and cross-cultural discourse on war and
peace.

The basic questions about the use of force are asked for each set of religious scriptures. Because
of the close overlap between the basic questions and the themes of the Just War tradition, some of
the questions are framed in language drawn from that tradition. We consider this an acceptable
interpretive framework given that the Just War tradition a) results from the most sustained known
intellectual query into the ethics of force cross-culturally, and b) forms the basis of the modern
laws governing international armed conflict.

1.2 Methodology and methodological limitations

The authors of this report used a linguistic basis, keywords, to begin their compilation of relevant
scriptural passages. Keyword searches directed the authors towards excerpts in Indic scriptures.
The keywords are listed in the introduction of each chapter. The keywords were chosen to be
appropriate for each scripture so as to obtain as many relevant hits as possible. The verses
surrounding these keywords were likewise reviewed for relevant content.

In addition to grouping the excerpts under general headings specific to each religion, passages
from different religions were grouped together in Chapter 6 according to a common classification
system. How each answers the basic interrogative questions regarding war: Why? Who? When?
Where? What? How?
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We employ this methodology with the intention of creating a comprehensive, thematic survey
despite the length and scope of these scriptures. One of this method’s strengths is that it allows a
broad overview of the wide range of scriptural passages along with a basic classification of
passages that aids a comparative analysis. The work seeks to increase the accessibility of these
passages, which have gained increased salience in current conflicts, as well as in the evolving
literature on war and peace. We offer a tour d’horizon and invite future scholarship to more
narrowly develop aspects of these issues. This exposition should be of interest to scholars, the
general public and practitioners—members of the Canadian Forces in particular.

The limitations as well as strengths of this approach should also be acknowledged. First, scripture
is only one component of a set of religious beliefs. It is often considered the heart of many
religions and provides a source of inspiration and guidance to generations of adherents across
wide geographical areas and diverse communities, but the writings, speeches and examples of
teachers are also important. Second, there are various versions of the scripture, as discussed
above. Thirdly, there are often divergent interpretations of the same text. Various religious
schools interpret scriptures differently, often with the guidance of secondary texts unique to those
particular schools. Thus the Indic emphasis on the need for a bona fide teacher (one who
possesses sufficient understanding of the text) in order to properly access the work. An analysis
of the great many commentaries on religious scripture is beyond the purview of this work, or any
work, due both to the lack of important materials (speeches and activities) and the plethora of
opinion.

This study provides a modest exegetic interpretation of the various justifications for war and
violence using words that are as close as possible to those in the scriptures. All effort was taken to
let the scriptural excerpts speak for themselves. The authors caution, however, against simple
“proof-texting,” the superficial use of a quotation taken out of context, especially when made to
sound like an authoritative and definitive reference. When a text is used without an understanding
of the context of the writings and the writers, the original meaning can be lost and the value for
dialogue diminished. By collecting together all relevant passages, much can be revealed about a
religion’s basic approach to the subject of war and peace. When quotes are grouped and
introduced, the broader thrust of each religion’s approach can be appreciated.

Furthermore, categorizing passages can help in their interpretation. The similarity to Just War
themes are noted to help make comparisons to that tradition. But being a religious studies
exercise and not a social science analysis, these categorizations were not subjected to the tests of
scientific scrutiny—namely, determining the level of inter-rater reliability using approaches such
as independent review and quantitative analysis of reliability such as correlation, percent correct,
or some other measure of agreement. Future research from a social science perspective could
develop the present exercise in that direction by examining inter-rater reliability and developing a
more standard set of coding guidelines.

1.3 Overview

Using the aforementioned guidelines for scriptural analysis, this work examines the scriptures of
religions of Indic origin, presenting excerpts that deal with war, armed force, violence and peace.
This is thought to be the first compilation and comparison of scriptural passages from Indic
religions dealing with armed force, and, when read alongside Part I, it almost certainly is the only

4 DRDC TR [enter number only: 9999-999]



report which extends its scriptural compilation to seven world religions. Thus, both reports taken
together cover the world’s largest religions. These religions are listed by percentage of world
population in Figure 1.1.

This figure shows the religions covered in this work: religions having over five million adherents.
Jainism, the smallest, with approximately five million followers, is important for this study
because it is based on non-violence, forming an important pole on the force spectrum. Given that
non-violence also enjoys a place of esteem in other religions, particularly Buddhism and
Hinduism (as evidenced through the works of the modern leader Mahatma Gandhi), it is fruitful
to turn our attention to the Jain tradition which largely defines itself by adherence to ahimsa
Owing to restrictions of time and space, along with the relatively diminished global impact, other
smaller religions have thus far been omitted from this study.

Jainism

0.1 % Other

22 %

Christianity
33 %

Judaism
0.2 %
Sikhism
0.4 %

Buddhism
6 %

Hinduism
14 %

Islam
24 %

Figure 1 Largest world religions by percentage adherents of global population

Lastly, the methods used in these reports—extracting, summarizing and preliminary analysis—
are the first steps in a wider examination of religious approaches to the use of force. Upon this
foundation, the variety of interpretations, schools of thought, religious sects, leaders and religio-
cultural practices can be added. These reports can serve as a reference source of scriptural
passages and thus contribute to the field of comparative religion. Through this modest work, the
authors aim to stimulate practical uses and further analysis and discourse on the overlap between
religion and the themes of war and peace.
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